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AURAY

Pop.: 72 000 (Alréens, Alréennes)

Surface Area: 6.91 km?

Altitude : 37 m

Waterway: Auray River.

Famous inhabitant: Georges Cadoudal.
Local Speciality: sea-food, pancakes.
Monuments: Ancient Saint-Goustan port.
Sport : Auray-Vannes Half-Marathon, Open
Super 12 Junior Tennis Tournament.
Business: plastic industry, precision engi-
neering...

Situated in the heart of an urban centre, the
town lies on a bend on the banks of the river
Auray, which flows into the Gulf of Morbihan.
Auray is a member of the Gulf of Morbihan
Towns Association, participating in a project
for a regional nature park. The Loch and the
Reclus cut across the land, both surrounded
by more than 30 hectares of natural lands-
cape.

Auray developed in a bend in the riverbed,
set in a narrow passage easily crossed in
fording the river. Its privileged location affor-
ded it access fees, a source of wealth, and
formed an ideal site for the construction of a
fortress and a port, protecting both the land
and communication routes. Two settlements
hence saw the day. One grew up around the
fortress, concentrated around the port and a
chapel devoted to Saint Sauveur. The other
developed behind the castle, in the thick of
the bustle of town life and the Saint-Gildas
priory.

The port of Auray is named after Saint-
Goustan, patron saint of sailors and fisher-
men. The port thrived in the 15" century and
prospered splendidly in the 17" century. In
1632, sailors set off from the port of Saint-
Goustan to conquer the town of Port-Royal
in Acadia under the watchful eye of Cardinal
Richelieu. From this golden age, forty or so
half-timbered houses and a few vestiges of
the castle, on the right bank of the Loc’h,
still remain. The stone bridge that links the
lower and upper towns (13" and 18" centu-
ry) also dates from this epoch. However, the
following century saw the inexorable decline
in the town’s maritime activities.

The construction of the port of Lorient
around 1665 and the deployment of new
road networks in Vannes and Hennebont
generated severe competition. The arrival of
the railway line in 1862 and then the detour
of the main road in 1865 marked the end of

an era.

Economic activity then moved to the other
side of the town, focused around the train
station. This station, one of the most impor-
tant in Brittany, transformed the population.
Railway workers worked alongside mer-
chants earning their living from sea traffic.
The SNCF created a steam engine mainte-
nance workshop that employed some five
hundred railroad workers’ families. Auray
station was a strategic location during the
Second World War, as it was via this sta-
tion that the concrete used to build the
many bunkers on the region’s beaches was
conveyed.

The historical centre of the town, concen-
trated around the place de la République,
conceals numerous architectural treasures,
including the present day Town Hall (built in
1782). Surrounding this square, many places
are well worth a visit: the rue du Lait and the
Congrégation chapel, converted into a tou-
rist office, Saint-Gildas church, the rue du
Jeu de Paume and its old prison, the place
du Four Mollet and the Saint-Esprit chapel,
and also the rue des Féves lined with one of
the most remarkable half-timbered houses
conserved in Auray. And for visitors looking
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for a little greenery, the city boasts several
remarkable natural sites situated a stone’s
throw away from the centre: the Loc’h pro-
menade and its lush and leafy setting, loca-
ted upriver from the quay Martin, the Petite
Forét and its footpaths along the riverbank
and Le Vallon du Reclus and its two parks.

Benjamin Franklin landed in Auray on the
4™ of December 1776 on his way to Versailles
to negotiate a treaty with Louis XVI during the
American War of Independence. France’s aid
led to the Independence of the United States.
This American diplomat and inventor has a
quay in the port named after him.

Georges Cadoudal was born in the hamlet
of Kerléano on the 1t of January 1771 into
a well-off peasant family. Initially won over
by revolutionary ideas, he swung over to the
camp of the chouannerie (royalist counter
revolutionary movement) and seized the lea-
dership of the royalist and catholic army in
Brittany. Following a plot against Napoléon,
he was arrested and guillotined in Paris in
1804. His remains are buried in the Cadou-
dal Mausoleum.

Jean Royere, born into a well-to-do family,
started his interior decorating career at the
age of 29, without any particular training. In
1933 he obtained his first order: for the Carl-
ton bar on the Champs - Elysées. After the
Second World War, he set up his own busi-
ness and opened offices in many countries:
the Lebanon, Egypt, Syria... thus becoming
interior decorator to sovereigns of the Mid-
dle East, including the Shah of Iran.

The ancient port of Saint-Goustan. The
stone bridge that spans the Auray River
(originally constructed in the 13™ century
but whose present form dates from the
18" century). The remains of the old me-
dieval fortified castle, demolished in 1558.
The Saint-Gildas church, dating from 1636,
with a listed organ from the 19" century.
The Saint-Esprit chapel, a 13" century buil-
ding, the only remaining vestige of the com-
mandership of the Montpellier Order of the
Saint-Esprit. The church of Saint-Sauveur

(19" century, 15" century gate) that houses
a model armour-plated arsenal dating from
1865. The Town Hall, built in 1782, displays
a Taillebourg (Charentes) limestone facade
and a typically French style.

Sainte-Anne d’Auray. The spiritual capital
of Brittany, this little commune of 2 000 in-
habitants is famous for its pilgrimages in ho-
nour of Sainte Anne who appeared to a de-
vout ploughman, Yvon Nicolazic, in the 17"
century. The Basilica, built in the 19™ century,
is renowned for its square tower at the top
of which is an arrow that supports a bronze
statue of Sainte Anne, 80 metres from the
ground.

The Cloister, a listed historical monument,
is a superb example of Peres Carmes archi-
tecture (1638-1641). Renovated in 1989, it
houses numerous commemorative plaques.
The long rows of standing stones in Carnac
and throughout the Gulf of Morbihan, with its
37 islands, are also well worth a visit.

Auray and the arts

Auray boasts a thriving arts centre, the
Athéna, which hosts cultural events throu-
ghout the year, notably theatrical. The town
multimedia library and the music school are
also housed within the Athéna building.

Auray is the birthplace of one of Brittany’s
most popular musicians, the saxophonist
and bombard player Roland Becker, who
was for a long time director of the Kevrenn
Alre “bagad” (Breton band).

Auray and sport

Every February since 1985 Auray hosts the
Open Super 12, an international tennis tour-
nament reserved for juniors, now a landmark
event for future champions. Over the years
prize-winners have included major interna-
tional tennis champions: Amélie Mauresmo,
Richard Gasquet, Gaél Monfils, Justine He-
nin, Kim Clijsters, Rafael Nadal.

In 2007 Auray hosted the prologue of the
Tour de France VTT won by Miguel Martinez,
Olympic champion in Sydney in 2000.

Auray is home to authentic champions
from other sporting disciplines like Elodie
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